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human being is largely consumed merely in staying alive. Strik-
ing a mean between the million and the half-million, we obtain a
figure of 750,000 calories as a very rough estimate of the additional
energy required to work instead of idling. If the body's efficiency
in using this energy were equal to that of an automobile, an adult
would do about as much work in a useful life of thirty years as we
get out of five barrels of gasoline, or about forty dollars' worth, in-
cluding the tax. A man-day at this rate is worth less than a tea-
cupful of gasoline, and filling the car's tank with fourteen gallons
gives one the daily working equivalent of an undersized regiment
of six hundred average adults.

A glance at a few selected statistics confirms this picture of the
extent to which the scientifically engineered applications of natu-
ral sources of energy dominate the scene. If we add the figures in
the last column, we find that the primary sources of energy listed

PRODUCTION OF CERTAIN NON-OVERLAPPING SOURCES OF ENERGY IN THE UNITED STATES IN 1935
		
SOURCE
	QUANTITY
	APPROXIMATE ENERGY VALUE

Coal, , ..........
	420,000,000 tons 19 X ion cu. ft.
 60,000,000 tons 4000 X io7 kw.-hrs.
	3000 X io15 calories 760 X io15
 630 X io15     " 34 X io15     "

Fuel Gas (natural only) ..... Gasoline     (from     petroleum onlv) ...........
		
Electricity (from water power onlv) .   ,   .
		

		
amounted to 4424 million billion calories in 1935. Without com-
plicating matters by considering the ratio of exports to imports,
or the use of crude oil, kerosene, fuel wood, windmills, explosives
and a number of other sources of energy, we may conclude that
the figure given is well within striking distance of the total energy
available for doing work by artificial means in the United States